
7th Grade United States History 
March 17th-20th, March 30th-April 3 

On this date in history… 

On a notebook piece of paper or in your history notebook, please write 4-5 sentences about that 
day’s subject matter and how it has an influence on you today. If it does not influence you 
directly, write about how your “at home learning” situation has impacted your life. 

March 17th:  1762: The first parade honoring St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, is held 
by Irish soldiers in New York. 

March 18th:  1850: American Express is founded by Henry Wells & William Fargo. 

March 19th: 2003: Guided by the idea that Iraq possessed weapons of mass destruction under the 
leadership of Saddam Hussein, the United States and coalition forces initiate the war on Iraq. 

March 20th: 1916:Albert Einstein publishes his famous theory of relativity. 

March 30th:  1971: The first Starbucks opens in Seattle. 

March 31st: 1889: The Eiffel Tower is dedicated in Paris in a ceremony presided over by Gustave 
Eiffel, the tower’s designer. 

April 1st: 1700:English pranksters popularized the annual tradition of April Fools’ Day by playing 
jokes on each other. 

April 2nd: 2005: John Paul II, the first non-Italian Pope since the 16th Century, dies in the Vatican. Six 
days later, 2 million people packed Vatican City for his funeral, said to be the biggest funeral in history. 

April 3rd: 1973: Motorola employee, Martin Cooper, made the first mobile phone call from 
Manhattan to the headquarters of Bell Labs in New Jersey. 

Dear Seventh Grade, 
 As you have been used to note taking and PowerPoints throughout the year, you now get 
to implement those skills while you read the book, take your own definitions with the highlighted 
words (your OWN Power Words!), and read about Ancient History! I will be collection your 
notebooks when we return, and please be as thorough as possible, as that benefits YOU! :) 

Sincerely, Mrs. Sprigler 



I can cite examples and explain the enduring impact that Ancient Rome had on later 
civilizations. This includes citing examples of Ancient Rome’s engineering, art and 
architectural advancements, its law and government, and Rome’s contribution to the spread 
of Christianity. 

March 17th:   Book: Chapter 11, pages 303-311 The Founding of Rome     
   Review Questions page 311, 1-4. Answer in your notebook. 

March 18th:  Book: Chapter 11, pages 312-319 Rome as a Republic 
    Review Questions page 319, 1-4. Answer in your notebook. 

March 19th:  Book: Chapter 11, pages 320-327 The End of the Republic 
    Review Questions page 327, 1-5. Answer in your notebook. 
     
March 20th:  Book: Chapter 12, pages 337-347 The Roman Way of Life 
   Review Questions page 347, 1-6. Answer in your notebook. 
   Read pages 352-357. No questions for homework :) 
    
March 30th:  Book: Chapter 12, pages 360-365 The Byzantine Empire 
   Review Questions page 365, 1-5. Answer in your notebook. 

March 31st:   Book: Chapter 13, pages 369-379 Early Christianity  
   Review Questions page 379, 1-6. Answer in your notebook. 

I can cite describe how empires in Africa grew as commercial and cultural centers along trade 
routes. I can also identify the sources of wealth for West African kingdoms and analyze the 
impact of cultural development in Africa, including the trans-Saharan slave trade. 

April 1st:   Book: Chapter 15, pages 419-429  The Rise of African Civilizations 
   Review Questions page 429, 1-5. Answer in your notebook. 
   Read pages 436-441. No questions for homework :) 

I can explain how the Columbian Exchange reshaped previously unconnected societies in 
way still evident today. This includes goods introduced to the Americas and the American 
Indian. I can demonstrate how understanding individual and group perspectives is essential 
to analyzing historic and contemporary issues today. 

April 2nd:   Book: Chapter 16, pages 447-458  The Americas: The First Americans  
    Review Questions page 458, 1-5. Answer in your notebook.  

April 3rd:   Book: Chapter 16, pages 459-467  Life in the Americas  
    Review Questions page 467, 1-5. Answer in your notebook.  



Essential Standards and COS Alignment: Social Studies Grades K-8 
Grade Seven: 

World Studies from 750 B.C. to 1600 A.D.: Ancient Greece to the First Global Age 

Historical Thinking and Skills 
Historians and archaeologists describe historical events and issues from the perspectives of 
people living at the time to avoid evaluating the past in terms of today’s norms and values. 
Early Civilizations 
The civilizations that developed in Greece and Rome had an enduring impact on later 
civilizations. This legacy includes governance and law, engineering and technology, art and 
architecture, as well as literature and history. The Roman Empire also played an instrumental 
role in the spread of Christianity. 
Feudalism and Transitions 
Germanic invasions helped to break up the Roman Empire and set the stage for the development 
of feudal and manorial systems. Later invasions helped establish Mongol dominance in central 
Asia and led to the destruction of the Byzantine Empire by the Turks. 
Mongol influence led to unified states in China and Korea, but the Mongol failure to conquer 
Japan allowed a feudal system to persist. 
Achievements in medicine, science, mathematics and geography by the Islamic civilization 
dominated most of the Mediterranean after the decline of the Roman Empire. These 
achievements were introduced into Western Europe as a result of the Muslim conquests, 
Crusades and trade, influencing the European Renaissance. 
The Renaissance in Europe introduced revolutionary ideas, leading to cultural, scientific and 
social changes. 
The Reformation introduced changes in religion including the emergence of Protestant faiths 
and a decline in the political power and social influence of the Roman Catholic Church. 
First Global Age 
Empires in Africa (Ghana, Mali and Songhay) and Asia (Byzantine, Ottoman, Mughal and 
China) grew as commercial and cultural centers along trade routes. 
The advent of the trans-Saharan slave trade had profound effects on both West and Central 
Africa and the receiving societies 
European economic and cultural influence dramatically increased through explorations, 
conquests and colonization. 
The Columbian Exchange (e.g., the exchange of fauna, flora and pathogens) among previously 
unconnected parts of the world reshaped societies in ways still evident today. 
Geography 
Maps and other geographic representations can be used to trace the development of human 
settlement over time. 
Essential Standards and COS Alignment: Social Studies Grades K-8 
Geographic factors promote or impede the movement of people, products and ideas. 
Trade routes connecting Africa, Europe and Asia fostered the spread of technology and major 
world religions. 



Improvements in transportation, communication and technology have facilitated cultural 
diffusion among peoples around the world 
Government 
The ability to understand individual and group perspectives is essential to analyzing historic 
and contemporary issues. 
Greek democracy and the Roman Republic were radical departures from monarchy and 
theocracy, influencing the structure and function of modern democratic governments. 
With the decline of feudalism, consolidation of power resulted in the emergence of nation states. 
Economics 
Individuals, governments and businesses must analyze costs and benefits when making 
economic decisions. A cost benefit analysis consists of determining the potential costs and 
benefits of an action and then balancing the costs against the benefits. 
The variability in the distribution of productive resources in the various regions of the world 
contributed to specialization, trade and interdependence 
The growth of cities and empires fostered the growth of markets. Market exchanges encouraged 
specialization and the transition from barter to monetary economies. 


